
I June-l O-Forum-SCHIEDHELM:June/06/Forum2'l5t}6l2}11 1 5:1 6 Page 2
I

Fo rum

Schiedhelm's legacy

Manfred Schiedhelm's office

epitomised the free-thinking of
post-wor ond post-unificotion Berlin.

lan McDonold loments ifs closure.

A little piccc of'history is nraclc irr

Ilerlin this month with Lhe closurc

clf' Schieclhelnr & l'artncL successor-

to [he renowrrccl practice Czurdilis

.]osic Wcrods Schieclhelm, architect

of' Bcrlfur's Free Llniversit} Manfied

Schiedhelm and his Ar:rerican-horn

wilb Karcn Axeh-ad continued ttre

work beg;.ur irr thc rrricl-I960s by this

pioncering group, with an alnmini-

unr-clad cxLcrrsiorr to thc original
(lorTcrr c:anrpus, togcthcr with a

J,:TI.fl:::,,fiXlt#,#
(lcrrlrc cclmpetirion, with a grounct-

hr-rggin${ proposal r"aclically ctiffbren t

Ii'om Piano & Rclgers' 'object builcl-

irrg', and proposed innovative ,

pneunlaLic sLrnctures lbr compcti-

tions in Gcrmarly anclJapan.

Thc stnrcturalisnr of the e'arly rvork

was put to use in rcalising hurnane

housir-rg in Bcrlin, Pankor,v, Staakcn

and Wiestradc'n. (lonrrn issions bound

u1: rvith t"he I9B0s IBA cxpositjon saw

thc office &lcklc rnews ancl colu"tyard

hortscs iurd canalsidc apurtnrcnt villius

- the lattcr piont.ering lcnv-cncrp,

social horrsing. A srtbrrrban nrixcrt-

rnoctc sr:hcnrc in [,ichtrlnradc, conl-

l:ining curvcct and blocky lclrnrs r,vitl"r

lowlying'gir,rdcn houseso, enrplovcct

sophistir:atccl rncldelling to take frrll

advan t:rp5e of sh-ingen t rcqui rerrnen ts

firr an extcrnal spac:r' ftrr e'erch home.

Somt:r,r,,hat againsl thc p-ain,

Sc'l"ricdhelnr csc'hewccl flat" rcofh for

pitr:hcd, hippect anrl r un'r:d illtcrna-

tircs tlult. incorpclratcd in tcrcsting

and int.irnat(: spac(:s. Thr: shallor,v

crtrvecl roclfb of ttrc Wicsbadcn llats

pcrfbctly set o{f the sloping south-

f:rcing walls of'ilrc uppcr store:ys. In

Par-rkcrur, thc r:lcvcr colurtcrpoint of'

opposirrg high anct lcrw bloc'ks along

it narr'ow str^eet prcvent thc dt'r,clo1>

lncnt li-orn ber:cxning clpprcssire and

allclw clelightftrl vicr,r,s fi'onr roof'

rvindcrws and glazcd kitr:hcn 'pods'.

Above Berlin Free University model;

Wiesbaden social housing (l 992-96).

For the rnany young l}itish archi-

[ccLs whcl fclund wor-k at thc clfficc

cturtrrg Berlin's 1990s brlotn, tllcrc
\,vas alscl a lessorr liom (i'crmanlr's

cetttttt']'lorrg sgcial hornitlg lc6i-acy -
iusclf" rnodellcd or r Eclwardiarr

Rritairr's. All Schicclhclnr's rcsidcrr-

tiitl clevclclprnerr Ls havc dcccr rt

glarderrs, with larscr proiccls hascd

orr nraisoncttcs, with lront arrcl back

yards, fbrmirrg'hotrses' and sevcritl

storeys of'flat^s ahcl\r, shif tcd or

canted tcl prclclllce extenral terraces.

In this way the fiir)ges arc': alwitys

inhabited and belong to the rcsidents

in a way ttnimagirxlble anrorls most

recent Rritish social horming.

Tnrght that corltincntal architects

don't clo const.nrction, British staff

werc surprised at Schiedhelnr's

irn olverncn t in all aspects clf'cletail-

ing, oficn insisting on firll-size draw-

ings. An cnduring s[rtrchrralist vc-stigr:

was the universal I ?5Ornrn gr id, secrl

;r^q lnol'e hrunlur<entric than 1000rnrn.

Rising rcnts ancl lack of wor"k in the

new Rerlin harr led to the closurc cl['

lht' of fl('c ncar Pcltsdalncr Str:l,sse,

a lrip actdrcss in thr: Rcrwie /I-ott Rcccl

hcyclary. Thc htrge rolls o['decadesiokl

Frcc University drawings that loonrccl

o\re r visitclrs in thc foycr ol'thc nine-

tccn t h-ccn firry MieLshinrs havc fJono
to thc Bcrlinische ()alcric' archive.

Thc kitr"hen whcre Pcter Srnittrson

oncc. brrrnt the toast wcnt. scveral

ycars ago, along with thc flatlert in

rvhich visitors wcrc $elrcrorrsly acconr-

nrodatcd. Rrrt {'trr thc llrany yollng
arr:hitccts who passccl through thc

officc, it will rr:nrarin an inspiration.

hn llli)on,a,ltl, Tlotu bu,srul, i,n, Pentbrokmh"it'a,

ruurhed ht Sr:h,krtlh,elm'.s o|fit'e .fiont, I 993-96.


